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A practical approach to self employment
case management


Informed Choices© is a data collection and intake tool developed specifically for clients of vocational rehabilitation agencies who are interested in exploring the option of business ownership.  Available online and in alternative formats, Informed Choices is a practical solution for a counselor’s self employment case management.
Informed Choices gathers critical information necessary to assess the clients’ preparedness for self employment.  It also assists clients as they organize their thoughts about the business concept by introducing some of the realities associated with business ownership.    
Data Collection Examples:

· Business Type


-     Market Description

· Competition Analysis

-     Financial Information

· Funding Needs


-     Assistive Technology Considerations

· Education Background

-     Work History
The finished product is a comprehensive overview including pertinent information about the clients’ current status and future plans.  Informed Choices establishes the foundation of a feasibility study and serves to inform the client and counselor to the challenges of business ownership.  Informed Choices allows for reviewers to assess the client preparedness for this vocational goal but also encourages the client to self assess their own readiness for self employment.  
Vocational rehabilitation agencies utilizing Informed Choices enjoy standardized self employment intake data so that case files are uniform.  Counselors can use the data collected to supplement the assessment process and all data collected is historically archived in The Abilities Fund management information system, which allows for outcomes reporting of clients being served by the agency on a monthly, quarterly, or annualized basis.  


For more information contact:
The Abilities Fund
410 North 18th Street

Centerville, IA 52544

Telephone: 1.888.222.8943
Fax: 1.641.856.3101
Email:  info@abilitiesfund.org 

Website:  www.abilitiesfund.org 
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