
What is SPEC? SPEC is the outreach and education function of the Internal Revenue Service’s Wage and Investment Division.  SPEC’s mission is to assist taxpayer’s in satisfying their tax responsibilities by building and maintaining partnerships with key stakeholders, seeking to create and share value by informing, educating and communicating with shared customers.
SPEC’s customers are people who file individual tax returns.  SPEC prioritizes its direct support activities based upon taxpayer segments ability to obtain comparable alternatives services.  Under-served segments with highest priority include low-income, disabled, elderly and multilingual taxpayers. 
Community Based Coalitions are partnerships of community organizations that share commitment to an overall goal of improving the economic self-sufficiency of low-income working individuals and families.  These partnerships focus on a strategy that ties tax credits (Earned Income Tax Credit, Child Tax Credit, etc.) and deductions to three components that support a family’s success: education and outreach, free tax preparation services and asset building opportunities.
Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) is the largest federal aid program benefiting working families providing over $38 billion dollars to 21 million working families in 2003.  The EITC is a refundable federal income tax credit for low-income working individuals and families that offsets the burden of social security taxes and provides an incentive to work.
Why is SPEC undertaking a Disability Initiative? In addition to persons with disabilities being a prioritized segment of population underserved with regard to tax information and services that SPEC seeks to serve, persons with disabilities statistically represent the exact client base our community based coalitions are trying to reach:

· One in five Americans has a disability

· 47.9 million Americans with disabilities are in the income-producing age of 15 and older

· Over 20 million Americans with disabilities between the ages of 18 and 64 are employed

· One in three adult Americans with disabilities live in households with income less than $15,000

· 83% of Americans with disabilities have never claimed a tax credit or deduction related to their employment or their disability


SPEC’s Real Economic Impact Goals for Persons with Disabilities are:

· Increasing the knowledge of tax credits and tax deductions available to persons with disabilities (including the Earned Income Tax Credit and Child Tax Credit) 

· Increasing access to and utilization of free tax preparation services for persons with disabilities

· Increasing access to and utilization of community provided asset building and financial literacy opportunities for persons with disabilities

SPEC’s Strategies for Creating Real Economic Impact for Persons with Disabilities:

· Partnering with the National Disability Institute and fully collaborating and participating in their TaxFacts+ Campaign.  The TaxFacts+ is a national initiative delivering financial education and tax preparation services to low-income persons with disabilities in over 100 US cities over the upcoming years. TaxFacts+ is a public/private partnership of federal, state and local organizations joined in one mission – to channel asset development strategies, financial education and tax filing assistance into self-directed economic security for persons with disabilities.  Other leading national disability organizations collaborating in the TaxFacts+ campaign include The ARC, Easter Seals, Goodwill Industries International, National Council on Independent Living and World Institute on Disability

· Expanding the reach of existing community based coalitions in selected cities by targeting efforts to include national and local disability organizations into existing coalition efforts around education/outreach, free tax preparation services and asset building opportunities.

· Developing and implementing unique marketing plans to educate and inform low-income persons with disabilities about tax credits and deductions to which they are entitled.

· Educating and informing persons with disabilities and those individuals and organizations that serve them about the interaction of public benefits and the receipt of federal tax credits and benefits.

· Fully integrating persons with disabilities into all existing free tax preparation services by insuring that all sites are fully accessible and accommodating.

· Providing direct access to asset building opportunities at free tax preparation sites

Real Economic Impact Activities and Outcomes during the 2006 filing season include: 
· Over 17,000 persons with disabilities received free tax preparation services (an increase of over 330% from 2005)

· Over 200 national and local disability organizations engaged

· Over 340,000 outreach contacts made to persons with disabilities  
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