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CWD Asset Development Monthly Call

March 13, 2007

Call participants:  Karen Friedman (MD), Mark Lailes (NM), Jeremy Hamik (NE), Doug Stone (OR), Mary Livermont (SD), Kelsey Neumann (MN), Tammy Amsbaugh (IA), Lanny Anderson (CA), Damon Terzaghi (OR), and Kerry Lida (CWD).
Guest speaker:  Dr. Johnette Hartnett, National Disability Institute

Presentation handouts:  
1. Real Economic Impact:  Building health financial futures for Americans with Disabilities, Powerpoint presentation
2. Real Economic Impact TourCities – Filing Season 2007

3. Real Economic Impact Tour fact sheet

4. Benefit Chart

5. National Taxpayer Advocate:  2006 Annual Report to Congress, pages 375 – 395 focus specifically on disability issues
Introduction of Real Economic Impact Tour
Johnette Hartnett began the presentation with a discussion of the vision, goals, and development of the Real Economic Impact Tour, formerly known as the TaxFacts+ initiative.  In reference to the MIG states represented on the call, Johnette discussed current programs they are working with in Maryland, Minnesota, and California.  She mentioned they are not yet working in Iowa, South Dakota, Oregon, Nebraska, or New Mexico.  Although they are in the process of working with 54 cities, and providing mini-grants to several of these cities, they are in the process of choosing additional cities they will work with in the future.
Expansion of Real Economic Impact Tour (REIT)
The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) – Stakeholders, Partnership, Education, and Communication (SPEC) division has been strongly supportive of the REIT efforts, and has worked closely with them for several years.  In the beginning of the REIT program, they often heard concerns regarding accessing tax benefits and not losing benefits.  In the first year, they began working with 11 cities, in the second year they expanded to 30 cities, and are currently working with 54 cities.  
For their research, they have collected over 20,000 surveys from people who came in for free tax preparation services, 14 percent of whom had a self-declared disability.  Of the people who came in “off the street” for free tax preparation services, only 30% were banked (as compared to 50% of others), and people of culturally diverse backgrounds were not likely to be associated with a disability.  IRS-SPEC was the primary, introductory agency, and their local tax analysts introduced them to people where needed.
Johnette emphasized that they are not “reinventing the wheel,” but hoping to facilitate people accessing services that are in their area, and she discussed people with disabilities (PWD) ability to access the formal economy.  Many of the cities they are currently working with are working with many of the public human services offices, such as Medicaid, Social Security Administration, public benefits, etc…  
They have been doing work in cities where they have introduced the initiative by having a ‘Super Saturday.’  When the campaigns begin with a city, having a disability organization as the lead organization has made a strong difference in attendance.  They don’t anticipate doing exclusive tax prep for PWD, but are flexible with the needs of the cities they are working with.  Examples of programs they have worked with include:
· In Florida, they are working with a city with a high deaf population, and they supplemented the city with extra funds.  They had preparers who were deaf, who assisted tax filers who were deaf.

· Southern New Hampshire University has a community for economic development, has put together a program on tax and asset development.  They are visiting each of these coalitions.

Currently, they are working on a website with links to each of their cities.  Their materials and information will be accessible online to download and share their materials.  
In the Taxpayer Advocate Report to Congress 2006, pages 375 – 395 discussed disability listed as #20 as one of the tax problems of the year.  Legislative recommendations were also provided.  
Questions and Discussion
Tammy (IA):  Have you worked with the State Economic Development level?  In Iowa, the unemployment rate is low, and they would like to see the manpower of PWD being promoted, and disability being mentioned as a solution.  What do you think about the state level to pursue this?  

JH:  In Phoenix, their DD council attended their big kickoff, and the governor in NH is very much involved…  In MN, that agency has also been at the table.  In terms of involving them deliberately, that has been the model, but has not occurred yet.  To this date, the REIT has had a strong grassroots focus.  They have begun working with the Disability Program Navigators program, the WIPAs, and the BPAOs.  
Mark (NM):  For the cities that are being set up, are there allowances for people who don’t speak English?  
JH:  All IRS forms are in English.  In West Palm Beach, the information is available in 7 languages, Boston has information available in 6 languages, and Oakland, CA has a number of languages they are working with.  They are continuing to raise this as an issue.  
Available materials on asset building and financial literacy that were discussed included:

1. OHIO:  Toolkit and environmental scan for Ohio.  (This report was sent to the task force earlier in January 2007).   

2. IOWA:  Practical Money Skills for Life for Exceptional Children, working with the Coalition for Exceptional Children.
3. NEFE:  has a number of financial booklets has a number of financial booklets they put together for different disabilities, etc…  They want all children with disabilities to have the same quality of materials, etc…  
4. Steve Mendelsohn, national tax policy and disability expert, currently working on a curriculum right now for tax preparers, as the tax code does not have a chapter focused on disability. 

5. Bank of America is providing additional support in disability and financial literacy.  

6. The Annie Casey Foundation has done excellent work in this area.

Closing comments

Johnette would welcome further discussion of the REIT with any of the task force members, and can be reached by phone or e-mail.  She expressed her availability to visit states who were interested in developing a program in this area.  Johnette feels they are positioned very well to begin policy discussions on the tax code, and that the field will be setting a new agenda for the 21st Century on asset development. 

Their new website will be online within 1-2 weeks, and the address will be:  www.realeconomicimpact.org  On this website, the toolkit will be loaded online, and are resources available so no one will need to reinvent the wheel. 
The next task force call will be held on Tuesday, April 3rd, from 2-3 p.m. ET. 

